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MAM Flying  
FIELD  

Are you wasting time and money?  

By KEN REED 
 

  ñWhy am I wasting my 
time and money with this 
hobby? This is a big joke.ò     

A friend of mine said this to 
me as we drove back to his 
house following his first ma-
jor crash at the flying field.  
He has never flown again!  
Frankly, at that time, I didnôt 
know what to say, but since 
then, I have thought about 
why some give up when 
they are just getting started. 
  In my experience, I had a 
mentor who helped me get 
over the learning curve to 
the point where I began to 
feel confident. I finally 
reached a place where I felt 
more positive when I left for 

the field, believing that this 
would be a good experi-
ence, and I would probably 
bring my airplane home in 
good shape.   
  No one feels competent 
when learning a new skill. 
Our first level is when we 
are totally unskilled, so in 
our club we begin with an 
instructor and a buddy box. 
  The second level is when 
we are flying our trainer, but 
we still feel awkward and 
we have to be very deliber-
ate and intentional. 
  The third level occurs 
when we become more 
competent, but we are still 
intentional while we try to 
relax and enjoy the experi-
ence. 
  Finally, we reach level four 
because we have practiced 
doing basic maneuvers plus 
taking off and landing so 
many times that our sub-
conscious takes over and 
everything become auto-
matic. In other words, we 

ñhave a feel for it.ò Itôs like 
driving a car with a stick 
shift. You go through all four 
levels until you can drive 
without saying to yourself, 
ñNow I must push in the 
clutch and slowly let it out 
again while gently stepping 
on the gas pedalò and so 
forth. 
  My friend crashed when 
he was still in the awkward 
phase of learning a new 
skill, and thatôs why he 
asked, ñWhy am I wasting 
my time and money with 
this hobby?ò 
  No one will say this is an 
easy hobby to learn, but I 
would encourage all you 
new people to hang in there 
and build on your strength 
as you move from level to 
level. The key is to practice, 
Do it over and over and 
over until you can go out 
and truly enjoy a great 
hobby. 
 
from Hi-Flyer 
Arvada Associated Modelers 
Eric Gropp, editor  Golden CO 

mailto:rktman56@yahoo.com
http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
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http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
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Bismarck, ND: 15 -16 Aug 2009 - Art May 
Memorial Fun Fly 
 

Minot, ND: Aug 21 st  thru 23 rd - Interna-
tional Fun Fly  
 
Park Rapids, MN: 29 -30, August 2009  - 

Headwater R/C Flying Club?s annual Fun Fly. 
Fun Fly Pre-Fly August 28th. Come earlier if de-

sired. Web Site: www.headwatersrcclub.com.    

 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Bemidji, MN: 11 -13, Sept. 2009 - Host-North 
Country Model Controllers. NCMC will be host 

their annual Fall Fun Fly. A one time landing fee 
for the entire event is $20.00 dollars. Noon lunch 

is available. The landing fee includes a dinner on 
Saturday night and entry into a pilot's raffle. 

(Family/friends for Saturday night meal is $5.00 
dollars.) You must be a current AMA member in 
good standing to fly. (Don't forget your AMA 

card) There will be evening camp fires and the 
locally famous "fry shack" will provide free 

campfire treats. Primitive camping is available, 

(no hookups), but LOTS of room for tents, 
campers, and RV's. Flyers have arrived as early 

as Tues., so come early if you desire. All planes 
and heli's are welcome! You want to do some 

n i g h t  f l y i n g ?  Y o u  b e t !  
 

Directions: From Hwy. 71, turn east on Hwy. 9, 

(Nary Road). After about 2 miles, turn south on 
Hwy. 36. After about one mile, you'll see fire 

number 48299 on your right. Turn west at the 
next gravel road and drive to field entrance, 

about 200 yards on your right. Signs will be 

p o s t e d . 
 

For more information on this fun fly and our 
other 2008 events, GPS coordinates, field and 

previous event photos, etc., check out our web-
s i t e  a t :  w w w . n c m c r c . c o m .  

Contact info: Brian Goldammer. Email: onemore-

cast@wcta.net or home phone 218-564-5765.  

 

Up COMING EVENTS  
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THANK YOU 

EVA!  

  

 

THE INTERNATIONAL  

We are still looking for people who 
can help us with this 3 day event.  If 
you can help with the concessions 
stand or help with any of the meals, 
please contact Bev Vajda @ 728 -
9574 or you can email her at darth-
vaj@srt.com . 
Lanny Wade has asked that we limit 
the mowing of the MAM Field until 
just before the International.  For 
those who can help with field mow-
ing and preparation, please contact 
Lanny or Linda Wade @ 852 -2378 
or you can email them at gma-
linda@ndak.net . 
If you wish to help, please email  
Shane Barber at sbarber@srt.com . 

 

MAM UPDATES  

http://www.headwatersrcclub.com
mailto:onemorecast@wcta.net
mailto:onemorecast@wcta.net
http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
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mailto:darthvaj@srt.com
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mailto:gmalinda@ndak.net
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The International 
Minot Aircraft Modelers 

29th Annual Fly In 
August 21st - 23rd 2009 

Two 600 foot grass runways 

Free RV parking with Power & Sewer 

Modern bathrooms with shower 

Concessions 

Wireless Internet 

Friday night potluck dinner 

  (MAM to provide meat - bring dish to share) 

AMA or MAAC required to fly 

Registration fee $40.00 (US) 

Includes breakfast both days 

Saturday night banquet dinner for registered pilots 
(Banquet meal tickets: Adult $8.00 - age 6 & up $3.00 - age 5 & under eat free) 

For more information contact: 

www.minotaircraftmodelers.org 

Shane Barber 701-721-0689 sbarber@srt.com 

Roger Harper 701-720-5658 rktman56@yahoo.com 

Bill Benno 701-858-7942 abbenno@min.midco.net 

Derrick Miller 701-240-2771 derrickm@tcs-minot.com 

Russ Gohl 701-838-0287 gohl@min.midco.net 

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
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Minot Aircraft Modelers August Meeting 
 

Russ called meeting to order 7:00pm August 4
th
 2008. 

No minutes from last meeting (Erik gone) 
Jerry gave Treasures report: 
 

 
Old Business 

Dick W. reminded all members to fly in the pattern and follow active run-
way. 
Cabinets are in the new hanger, thanks to all that helped. 

 

 
New Business 
 

Fun Fly: 
Russ asked for volunteers for duties that need to be done, they were as-
signed. 
Linda W. is making gifts for the wifeôs of the Pilots and asked for reim-
bursement. Dick W. motion to approve and Jeannie G. second. 
It was brought up that the increase of $5.00 for pilot fees was too much. 
Much discussion took place and Russ took a vote resulting in a member 
tie. Russ floored the discussion for the executive board to decide. 

 

Dinner next month by Bev & Jeannie. 

http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org
http://www.minotaircraftmodelers.org/newsletter/index.html
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When:  Tuesday, September 1st  
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    Time: 6:00 Executive Board  
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